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A Private Journey Through Kitayama Cedar, Bamboo Craft, and Yuzen Stencil Carving
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This exclusive private tour explores three of Kyoto’s most distinctive traditional craft workshops through the
themes of material, craftsmanship, and design. Participants will visit master artisans who preserve
centuries-old techniques while continuing to shape contemporary Japanese culture. From the forests of
Kitayama to the refined aesthetics of bamboo and the intricate artistry of Kyo-Yuzen (traditional dyeing
technique from Kyoto) stencil carving, the tour offers a rare opportunity to experience Kyoto's creative
heritage from the inside.

Hich : 20266108240 (1)
Date: 10/24/2026 (Sat)
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Sample Schedule (Time may change depending on the condition/situation)

09:00 Departure from Kyoto hotel
09:45-11:45 Kitayama Cedar Studio Visit
12:15-13:30 Lunch in central Kyoto

14:00-15:00 Bamboo Studio Visit

15:30-16:30 Kyo-Yuzen Stencil Carving Studio Visit
17:00 Return to hotel




1. Kitayama Cedar

FHEIEEEE - Overview
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Begin the day with a visit to a distinguished workshop dedicated to the
cultivation and processing of Kitayama cedar, one of Kyoto’s most celebrated
architectural materials. Used for centuries in tea houses, sukiya architecture,
and refined interiors, Kitayama cedar is renowned for its perfectly straight grain
and polished surface.
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This visit reveals the extraordinary patience and precision behind a material
that may take decades to cultivate, offering insight into the Japanese
relationship between nature, craftsmanship, and time.
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2. Bamboo
SHEIBLE - Overview
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Continue to a studio run by specialists in traditional Kyoto bamboo
materials used in tea ceremony, architecture, gardens, and decorative arts.
The visit explores the remarkable variety of bamboo species and the
craftsmanship required to transform them into elegant functional objects.
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Participants gain a deeper appreciation for bamboo as a material that
embodies flexibility, lightness, and refined simplicity—qualities that have
shaped Japanese design for centuries.
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3. Kyo-Yuzen Stencil Carving
SHEBLE - Overview
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Conclude the tour at a workshop specializing in the highly refined craft of
Kyo-Yuzen stencil carving, an essential process in the creation of Kyoto’'s
traditional dyed textiles. Delicate patterns are carved by hand into layered
washi paper using specialized knives, requiring extraordinary precision and
artistic sensitivity.
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This final visit reveals the artistic stage of Kyoto craftsmanship, where
intricate patterns and cultural symbolism are translated into wearable works
of art.
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